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CONCERNE RANN ASBL — Draft minutes of the General Assembly meeting held on 5 September 2025 in Ljubljana.

ANNEXES
BRUXELLES

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Meeting of 5 September 2025
Full members present:
President: José Ribau Esteves accompanied by Sonia Almeida and Andreia Laurenco

Aveiro - Culture and Tourism Department: Andreia Vale Lourenco and Sénia Almeida
Bad Nauheim — Jugendstilverein: Gerhard Bennemann

Brussels — Horta Museum: Elisabeth Horth, Aurélien Jacob

Brussels - Brussels-Capital Region-BUP: Sarah Lagrilliére, Pascale Ingelaere

Budapest - Museum of Applied Arts: Julia Katona, Julianna Joo

Glasgow: Johnny Rodger

La Chaux-de-Fonds — City of La Chaux-de-Fonds: Sylvie Pipoz

Ljubljana — Urban Planning Institute of the Republic of Slovenia, City of Ljubljana: Katja
Kosuta

Mons - Léon Losseau Foundation: Frangoise Delmez, Romain Delmotte, Nancy Casielles
Nancy - Musée Ecole de Nancy & Villa Majorelle: Valérie Thomas, Véronique Baudouin
Oradea - Foundation for the Protection of Bihor Historical Monuments - Alexandru Chira
Riga - Riga Art Nouveau Centre: Kitija Riekstina, lveta Sproge, Agrita Tipane

Subotica: Miroslava Babic

Szeged - Szeged és Teérsége Turisztikai Nonprofit Kft.: Szilvia Acs

Turin - Fondazione Torino Musei - Palazzo Madama: Giovanni Federico Villa
Wiesbaden — Wiesbaden Museum: Peter Forster, Susanne Hirschmann

Individuals members present

Olga Harmsen
Katarina Luckaveki
Heike Johenning
Sabine Panchaud
Danielle Pacale Neess
Ramona Novicov
Andrew Pegg
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Carlos Ramos
Maijda Sikosek
Elke Spronk
Jacqueline Simonez

Absent honorary members

Breda Mihelic

Francoise Aubry

Manoelle Wasseige

Lviv Heritage Bureau: Stefaniia Topylko

Members excused:

Alcoi - Alcoi City Council: Paola Pons

Alesund - Jugendstilsenteret: Benedikte Holen

Barcelona — Institute of Urban Landscape and Quality of Life: Lluis Bosch
Brussels - Maison Cauchie asbl: Alice Graas

Brussels - CIIVA: Francis Carpentier

Liege — City of Liege: Laurent Bruck

Reus - Agéncia de Promocio de Ciutat "Reus Promocio": Laura Cattaneo
Terrassa — Museu de Terrassa: Gemma Ramos

Tournai — Museum of Fine Arts: Julien Foucart, Magali Vangilbergh
Viareggio - Cultural and Museum Services: Kathrin Winkler

Members not excused:

Darmstadt — Mathildenhohe Institute: Philipp Gutbrod
Havana: Orlando Inclan

Museum of Decorative Arts, Paris: Audrey Gay Mazuel
Musée d'Orsay: Elise Debreuil

Palermo — Fondazione Sant’Elia: Antonio Ticali

Secretariat: Erika Giuliani and Irene Domeénech, responsible for drafting the report.

The session began at 9:15 a.m.

The President thanked the members present and said he was pleased to finally be able to hold a face-
to-face meeting.

1. Approval of the agenda
The President asked the members whether the agenda as presented was accepted by those present.

— The members present unanimously approvedd the agenda as presented.

2. Feedback from members on the letter sent by the president following the reduction in
the subsidy from the Brussels-Capital Region.

The President asked the members whether, several months after the letter was sent, explicitly
requesting an extraordinary financial contribution towards the network's operating costs, they were in a
position to respond positively. For his part, he was pleased to announce that the Aveiro Municipal
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Council had recently approved the granting of an extraordinary subsidy of €5,000. The President invited
Erika to give an update on the responses received from members to date.

Erika explained that the board of the Horta Museum has approved an exceptional grant of €4,000, on
condition that three other members join the initiative. Valérie Thomas, representative of the City of
Nancy, is currently looking into the possibility of her museum allocating an exceptional sum to RANN,
but is not yet able to specify the amount. The coordinator recalled that, during the board meeting, the
representative from La Chaux-de-Fonds estimated that her administration could allocate a small sum
and that she would send more information to the secretariat shortly.

Erika encouraged members to offer their assistance, even if only by providing the secretariat with human
resources for the production of graphic materials, for example, or for updating the website. Anything that
can save financial resources contributes to the smooth running of the network. For example, it would be
extremely useful to have help with finalising the activity report or with the layout of the 2026 edition of
the RANN PASS.

After the coffee break, the Wiesbaden members confirmed to the secretariat that they could count on
their colleagues' support for graphic design issues, and the representative of the City of Oradea informed
the participants that the mayor had approved a grant of €4,000 for 2026, in addition to the membership
fee. The President warmly thanked the members who responded positively to his appeal and
encourages all those present to make a generous gesture by the end of the year or for next year. Erika
informed the members that in the coming days she will ask members who are able to provide additional
funding to RANN to send an official document specifying the amount.

— Members noted that the city of Aveiro and the Horta Museum have granted RANN an extraordinary
subsidy for 2025 of 5,000 and 4,000 euros respectively, that the city of Oradea has committed to
paying an additional 4,000 euros in 2026, that the Wiesbaden Museum is prepared to assist the
secretariat with its graphic design needs, and that the city of La Chaux de Fonds and the Museum of
the Nancy School are currently are looking into the possibility of providing additional financial support
for the network's operations.

2. Approval of the minutes of the General Assembly of 5 June 2025
See Appendix 3

The President asked the members present whether they had any comments on the minutes of the
General Assembly of 5 June 2025 and whether they were accepted as presented.

— The members unanimously approved the minutes of the General Assembly of 5 June 2025.

3. 2025 budget: implementation report presented by the Treasurer
See Appendix 4

The Treasurer presented the financial statement as at 21 August 2025, which is in line with forecasts.
She specified that the €60,000 subsidy from the Brussels-Capital Region consisted of the second
instalment of the 2024 subsidy (€30,000, paid in July 2025) and the 2025 subsidy (€30,000).

— The members took note of the implementation of the 2025 budget.

4. Members

The President gave the floor to the Coordinator, who reminded members that, following the decision
taken at the online General Assembly on 5 June, the Secretariat had invited institutions that had
expressed a keen interest in joining RANN to participate in our activities in 2025, and in particular
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to join us at this General Assembly in Ljubljana in order to meet the members and present their
institutions for the first time. Erika specified that she had invited the City of Belgrade, the Museum
of Decorative Arts in Zagreb and the International Museum of Ceramics, the latter having accepted
the invitation with enthusiasm. Before giving the floor to Director Claudia Casali, Erika recalled that
her knowledge of the institution dates back to her years as a researcher in the Department of Visual
Arts at the University of Bologna, and emphasised that it is a highly prestigious institution in Italy,
a unique reference point for the study and restoration of ceramics.

Candidate members - observers

Director Claudia Casali is invited to present her institution. The International Museum of Ceramics
was founded in 1908 on the occasion of the International Ceramics Exhibition. Today, the MIC has
one of the most important collections of decorative ceramics in the world, with an Art Nouveau
section containing around 600 pieces by artists such as Galileo Chini, Wilhelm von Gloeden,
Zsolnay, Edmond Lachenal and Emile Gallé. The museum is a veritable cultural hub dedicated to
ceramics. It houses a historical library open to the public with over 60,000 works on ceramics, a
restoration laboratory, photographic and documentary archives, and has been publishing the
specialist journal Faenza since 1913. It is also interesting to note that the educational laboratory
was created by Bruno Munari.

— Members were informed of the progress of the new member recruitment strategy implemented by
the secretariat and look forward to meeting the director of the International Museum of Ceramics in
Faenza at the General Assembly.

5. Presentation of the new Scientific Committee
CF Annex 5, ba, 5b, 5c, 5d, 5e, 5f, bg

The president gave the floor to the coordinator, asking her to introduce the new scientific committee.
Erika informed the members that the Secretariat had received eight applications. Given that the scientific
committee traditionally consists of six members, a selection process was carried out and the board
decided to reduce the representation of individual members to two. The new Scientific Committee is
composed as follows: Valérie Thomas, representative of the Musée de I'Ecole de Nancy; Julia Katona,
representative of the Museum of Applied Arts in Budapest; Miha Valant, researcher at the University of
Ljubljana; Guy Conde-Reis, representative of the Brussels-Capital Region; Peter Trowles and Beatrice
Coda Negozio, individual members. Erika informed the members that Lluis Bosch's application had also
been accepted by the Scientific Committee, but that it was subject to conditions. The President specified
that the mandate would be formally accepted once the city of Barcelona had regularised its financial
position by paying its membership fees for 2024 and 2025. Before moving on to the next item, Erika
would like to thank Ramona Novicov, who has been a member of the Scientific Committee for two terms.

— The members took note of the new Scientific Committee, composed as follows: Valérie Thomas,
representative of the City of Nancy; Julia Katona, representative of the Museum of Applied Arts in
Budapest; Guy Conde-Reis, representative of the Brussels-Capital Region; Miha Valant, representative
of the City of Ljubljana; Peter Trowles and Beatrice Coda Negozio, individual members. Lluis Bosch's
application is accepted subject to the City of Barcelona regularising its financial situation.
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6. Presentation of the new Mediation Committee
Appendix 6, 6a, 6b, 6¢, 6d, 6e

The President gave the floor to Erika to present the new Mediation Committee. Erika said she was very
satisfied with the number and quality of the applications. There are renewals as well as one new
application. She emphasised that the Mediation Committee, since its first three years of activity, has
always been a valuable source of support for the Secretariat, as was the case during the organisation
of the November 2024 workshops. Erika also pointed out that it is the responsibility of the Mediation
Committee to propose the theme for World Art Nouveau Day, among other tasks. The new Mediation
Committee is composed as follows: Sylvie Pipoz, representative of La Chaux-de-Fonds; Andreia
Laurengo, representative of the City of Aveiro; Lucie Chappé of Nancy; Hilde-Marie Blindheim of the
Jugendstilsenteret in Alesund; Julianna Joo of the Museum of Applied Arts in Budapest; and Charline
Piscart for the Brussels-Capital Region.

— Members took note of the new mediation committee, composed as follows: Sylvie Pipoz, Andreia
Laurenco, Lucie Chappé, Hilde-Marie Blindheim, Julianna Joo and Charline Piscart.

7. Activities for 2025: update on the situation
o World Art Nouveau Day 2025

The president gave the floor to Erika. Erika thanked the members for their enthusiastic
participation in World Art Nouveau Day and pointed out that the 2025 edition, dedicated
this year to the theme of colour, has once again proved to be an important and successful
event in raising public awareness. The Secretariat would particularly like to thank the
members who invested their time and energy in creating digital content for the wider
audience on social media. Erika gave the floor to Irene to present the network's initiative
in more detail. Irene showed the posts that our members created, enabling the general
public to discover a specific aspect of their heritage related to colour, the theme of the
year. She also pointed out that the real novelty of this edition was that, for the first time,
we offered members the opportunity to express themselves in their mother tongue, in
order to highlight the cultural richness of our Network. This initiative was a great success,
particularly on Instagram, and will undoubtedly be repeated next year. For its part, the
RANN celebrated World Heritage Day on 16 June by presenting to the general public the
video made by artist Alexandre Humbert as part of the travelling residency. We are
delighted to share it with you today. If you wish, you may show this video in your
museums, subject to prior agreement with the Secretariat regarding the terms and
schedule for screening.

— Members took note of the activities organised by the Secretariat for the 2025 World Art Nouveau
Day.

9. Presentation of the activity report.
Appendix 7

The President gave the floor to the coordinator to present the 2024 activity report.

Erika explained that the French version of the report is being finalised and will be ready in the next few
days. She emphasised that the preparation of this document has required a considerable effort on the
part of the Secretariat, and in particular Iréene, who took on the responsibility despite not having any
specific graphic design skills. In this context, Erika invited members to consider the possibility of
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providing occasional technical support to the Secretariat, even if limited to this type of task, in order to
avoid the Network having to resort to external graphic design services. This type of assistance could
also be considered a form of financial support for RANN, and the coordinator considered it important
to bring this to the attention of members at the AGM the following day. The coordinator would like to
thank the Wiesbaden members who have already made themselves available for this type of
assistance.

— Members took note of the 2024 activity report. The Wiesbaden members informed the coordinator
that a colleague from their team could possibly assist the Secretariat with its graphic design needs.

10. European project "AN as a New Eutopia": status update.

Erika explained to the members that the first half of 2025 was intense, but that all of RANN's activities
related to the project have now been successfully completed. We are particularly pleased about the
publication of the proceedings. After the difficulties encountered following the bankruptcy of the
publishing house, the Secretariat managed to recover the copies that had been ordered. Between 30
June and 4 July, the RANN Summer School was held, coordinated by the National Museum of Slovenia
and the Lviv Heritage Office. The three initiatives carried out within this framework were a great success.
Teachers and participants from outside RANN highlighted the scientific quality of the event organised in
Brussels, and the Université Libre de Bruxelles confirmed its interest in continuing its partnership with
the Network. The second week of the Summer School planned for the project will take place in the last
week of October and has been organised mainly by the Faculty of Architecture of the ULB. Erika would
also like to inform the Board that a larger-scale project is currently being considered at the ULB, with a
view to involving the RANN as a leading scientific partner in the organisation of continuing education on
Art Nouveau. A meeting with the Dean on this project is scheduled for September.

— Members are informed of the progress of the network's activities within the framework of the
European project Art Nouveau as a New EUtopia.

11. European project “AN as a new Eutopia 2”: how to proceed?

The coordinator explained that the secretariat would like to take advantage of the General Assembly to
begin outlining the second edition of the New EUtopia project with members so that this second edition
best meets their expectations and is in line with the Network's capabilities. Erika pointed out that the
General Assembly will also be an opportunity to identify members interested in renewing their
participation and those wishing to join the new consortium, to define possible developments in current
activities and to imagine new ones, and finally to present the conditions for participation.

The Secretariat informed the members that several factors will need to be taken into account to prepare
a strong application. The first of these concerns the renewal of the consortium. It is also essential to
take into account that the European Union's focus is gradually shifting from sustainability to
inclusiveness. We must remain open and ready to adapt to this change. When forming the future
consortium, this aspect must be taken fully into account, as must the importance of reserving a place
for our Ukrainian members, whose work is of high quality. We should also consider including a partner
capable of proposing activities related to the use of artificial intelligence. In this regard, collaboration
with the Polytechnic University of Turin could be relevant, as it presented a project in this field at the
November 2024 symposium, but for this to be possible, the City of Turin, a formal member of RANN,
would have to decide to join the consortium.

— Members took note of the situation and the conditions that could determine the success of the second
edition of the European project Art Nouveau as a New EUtopia.
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16. Next meetings: GA

The coordinator informed members that the next face-to-face General Assembly will take place in 2026
in Alcoi during the fair, which will be held during the last weekend of September. The date will be
confirmed shortly. In May 2027, the GA will be hosted in La Chaux de Fonds. Erika also drew members'
attention to the fact that before the end of the year, between the end of November and the beginning of
December, members will be invited to an electronic GA to vote on the 2026 budget. The date will be set
as soon as the secretariat has received a response from the European Commission regarding the
Archistories project.

The President, The Secretary General,

José Ribau Esteves. The Brussels-Capital Region,
represented by Sarah Lagrilliere.
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